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usually becomes detached, leaving a gup in the
surviving tissues. If deeper, it may be gradually
replaced by granulation tissue (a process termed
organisation), or it may he digested, as in sup-
purating infection, leaving an abscess cavity. In
all three instances, granulation tissue grows from
the adjacent living tissue, and matures to fibrous
scar tissue.

It is worth noting that when tissue is excised,
leaving a gap, or dies from isehaemia (lack of
blood supply), its place is usually taken by
fibrous tissue in the process of healing. The
fibrosis which follows necrosis of tissue in acute
inflammatory lesions is thus an example of heal-
ing.                                                         '

Organisation of fibrin. The inflammatory
exudate contains plasma proteins, including

iihrinogen, and frequently this is converted to
insoluble fibrin which is deposited in the in-
flamed tissue. Fine strands of fibrin {Fig. 3,5, p.
48) are readily digested hy proieolytie en/ymes
in the exudate or removed by phagocytosis (p.
63). Larger deposits of lihrin. however, arc not
readily removed in this way, but, like dead
tissue, are more gradually replaced by granula-
tion tissue (Fig, 3.20) by the process of organis-
ation, with consequent scarring. This is com-
monly seen in acute inflammation of a serous
membrane, such as the pleura or pericardium
(Fig, 3,21), when a thick layer of fibrin is
deposited on the surface, and its subsequent
organisation results in fibrous thickening.

Chronic inflammation. Progression of acute
to chronic inflammation is described below.

Fig. 3.21   Acute pericarditis, showing a thick, irregular deposit of fibrin on the pericardial surfaces, Left,
x 0-7; right, x 3.
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